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This invention relates to a process for the preparation of 3-(2-aminoethyi)-N-methy1-1 H-indole-5-methane- 
sulphonamide and physiologically accepabie salts and solvates thereof. 

3-(2-Aminoethy1)-N-methyi-1 H-indde-5-methanesuIphonamide, which may be represented by the formula 

(I) 



10 



H 3 C 



H 



SO,CH 2 




ICHji NH. 



(D 



and its physiologically acceptable salts and solvates are discloses In UK Patent Specification No. 2124210. It 
is exhibits selective vasoconstrictor activity and is indicated for use in the treatment of migraine. Compound (I) 

and its salts are also useful as intermediates for the preparabon of 3-[2-{dimeth y!amino)ethyI}-N-metnyM H-in- 

doJe-5-methanesuIphonamlde which is described in UK Patent Specification No. 2165222. 

UK Patent Specification No. 212421 0 describes inter alia a method for preparing the compounds disclosed 

therein which comprises reacting an appropriate benzene hydrazine or a salt thereof with an appropriate 
20 aldehyde or a salt ora protected derivative thereof such as an acetai ora bisulphite addition complex. However, 

there is no specific disclosure of the use of a bisulphite addition complex in this reaction. 

The preparation of tryptamine compounds from aryt hydrazines or salts thereof by reaction with both y-ha- 

locarbonyi compounds and the corresponding bisulphite derivatives is described by Grandberg and Bobrova, 

Khim. GeterosBti Soedin. . 1974, 1085. Grandberg states that, when salts of arylhydrazines are used, despite 
25 the variation of the conditions (change in temperature and of ratios of reagents) the yields of tryptamlnes are 

considerably less. 

We have now surprisingly found that compound (I) can be prepared in good yield and high purity by 
cyclisation of the appropriate benzene hydrazine in association with an acid with a bisulphite addition complex 
of an appropriate aldehyde. 

30 Thus the present invention provides a process for preparing compound (I) which comprises reacting a 
compound of formula (li) 

CHglsHSOgCHr 

35 u jj NHr*i 2 (n) 




40 



45 



in association with an acid with a compound of formula (111) 



J* 

ckch^ch: 



(m) 

S0 3 Na 



The present invention gives compound (I) in higher yield than when the free hydrazine is reacted with the 
bisulphite addition complex compound (HI). Furthermore, the product is obtained directly as a crystalline solid 
suitable for use without further purification. 

It will be appreciated that the relative amounts of compounds (II) end (III) used in the present invention 
so may be varied. The reaction may conveniently be effected using 0.85 to 1 . 1 5 molar equivalents of compound 
(ill) based upon compound (II) but preferably 1.0 to 1.1 molar equivalents of compound (III) will be used. 

Any suitable acid may be employed in the reaction; suitable acids with which compound (II) may be 
associated include, for example, mineral acids, e.g. hydrochloric and sulphuric acids, and organic acids, e.g. 
trifhjoroacetic acid. The add is conveniently presented for use In the present invention by supplying compound 
(II) in the form of an acid addition salt, preferably as the hydrochloride salt Conveniently the reaction Is 
performed in the presence of about 0.8 to 1.2 equivalents based upon compound (II) of the mineral acid but 
preferably stoichiometric amounts of the acid are used. 

The reaction is conveniently effected in a suitable reaction medium at elevated temperature, most 
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conveniently at the reflux temperature of the reaction mixture. The reaction may conveniently be carried out 
under an inert gas atmosphere, for example under nitrogen. 

Suitable reaction media which may be employed include aqueous alcohols such as methanol, ethanol, 
isopropanol or mixtures thereof. The alcohol rwater ratio of the reaction medium is conveniently in the range 
6 1:1 to 3:1 by volume, a preferred reaction medium being a mixture of industrial methylated spirits (IMS) and 
water in the ratio of 3:1 vAv. 

in a particularly preferred embodiment of the present invention the reaction is effected in the presence of 
a pH modifying agent 

By the term pH modifying agent Is meant an agent which has the effect of controlling the change in pH of 

10 the reaction mixture during the course of the reaction. Suitable agents include salts of weak acids such as salts 
of phosphoric, acetic, phthalic, carbonic and sulphurous acids, e.g. potassium dihydrogen phosphate, disodium 
hydrogen phosphate, trisodium phosphate, ammonium acetate, sodium acetate, potassium hydrogen 
phthalate, potassium carbonate, sodium hydrogen carbonate, sodium carbonate and sodium hydrogen 
sulphite. Where the reaction is effected in the presence of pH modifying agent, 0.1 to 1.0 molar equivalents of 

is the said pH modifying agent based upon compound (II) will conveniently be used. Preferred pH modifying 
agents include salts of phosphoric acid, e.g. disodium hydrogen phosphate and trisodium phosphate. 
Preferably 0. 1 to 0.35 molar equivalents of these pH modifying agents will be used. A particularly preferred 
pH modifying agent for use in the reaction is disodium hydrogen phosphate. 

Where the reaction is performed In the presence of a pH modifying agent, the aJcohoIiwater ratio of the 

20 reaction medium is suitably In the range 3:1 to 1:3 v/v. 

According to a particularly preferred embodiment of the invention, compound (I) may be prepared by 
reacting compound (II) in the form of its hydrochloride salt with 1.0 to 1.1 molar equivalents of compound (III) 
in the presence of 0.25 equivalents of disodium hydrogen phosphate in a mixture of industrial methylated spirits 
(IMS) and water In the ratio 1:2. 

25 The starting material of formula (II) is a known compound whose preparation is described in UK Patent 
Specification No. 2124210. Compound (III) Is described by Grandberg et al. as mentioned above. 

Where it is desired to isolated compound (I) as a physiologically acceptable salt, this may be formed by 
conventional methods for example by treatment with an appropriate acid in a suitable solvent Solvates of 
compound (I) may conveniently be prepared by crystallisation or recrystaliisation from an appropriate solvent 

30 The invention Is further illustrated by the following non-limiting examples. All temperatures are in °C. IMS 
means industrial methylated spirit HPtC means high performance liquid chromatography. 

All the following examples relate to the preparation of 3^2-aminoethyl)-NHfriethyl-1H-4ndole-5-methanesul- 
phonamide, hereinafter Compound I. 

35 Example 1 

(a) A mixture of 4-chloro-1-hydroxybutanesul phonic acid, sodium salt (4.27g), 4-hydrazino-N-methylben- 
zenemethanesulphonamide (4.50g), IMS (100ml) and water (33ml) was heated to reflux for 4.5 hours. 
Assay of the resulting solution by HPLC against a reference solution of the desired product indicated that 

40 the yield of Compound I In solution was 33.2% of theory based on the input hydrazine. 

(b) A mixture of 4-chIoro-1-hydroxybutanesulphonic acid, sodium salt (4.27g), 4-hydrazino-N-methylben- 
zenemethanesulphonamide (4.50g), 2M-hydrochloric acid (10ml, 1.0 equivalent with respect to the 
hydrazine), disodium hydrogen phosphate (705mg), IMS (100ml) and water (33ml) was heated to reflux 
for 4.5 hours. Assay of the resulting solution by HPLC against a reference solution indicated that the yield 

45 of Compound I in solution was 57.3% of theory based on the input hydrazine. 

(c) A mixture of 4-chIoro-1-hydroxybutanesulphonic acid, sodium salt (4.27g), 44iydrazino-N-methylben- 
zenemethanesufphonamide hydrochloride (5.05g, equivalent to 4.50g of the free base), disodium hydrogen 
phosphate (705mg), IMS (1 00 ml) and water (33ml) was heated to reflux for 4.5 hours. Assay of the resulting 
solution by HPLC against a reference solution indicated that the yield of Compound I in solution was 67.0% 

so of theory based on the input hydrazine hydrochloride. 

Example 2 

(a) A mixture of 4-chlon>1-hydroxybutanesul phonic acid, sodium salt (8.7g), 4-hydrazino-N-methylbenze- 
55 nemethylsulphonamide hydrochloride (10.0g), filter aid (1.5g), IMS (90ml) and water (180ml) was heated 

to reflux for 4.5 hours. Assay of the resulting solution by HPLC against a reference solution of the desired 
product indicated that the yield of Compound I in solution was 53.4% of theory based on the input hydrazine 
hydrochloride. 
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(b) The above experiment was repeated with potassium carbonate (1.65g) added. The measure yield of 
Compound I in solution was 55.2% of theory based on the Input hydrazineliydrochloride. 

(c) Experiment (a) was repeated with disodium hydrogen phosphate (1.41g) added. The measured yield 
of Compound I in solution was 70.5% of theory based on the input hydrazine hydrochloride. 

5 

Example 3 

(a) A mixture of 4-chloro-1-hydroxybutanesulphonic acid, sodium salt (4.27g), 4-hydrazlne-N-methylben- 
zenemethanesulphonamide hydrochloride (5.05g), disodium hydrogen phosphate (705mg) r methanol 

10 (66ml) and water (66ml) was heated to reflux for 4.5 hours. Assay of the resulting solution by HPLC against 
a reference solution of the desired product indicated that the yield of Compound I in solution was 70.5% 
of theory based on the input hydrazine hydrochloride. 

(b) The above experiment was repeated except that a mixture of pro pan-2-ol (53ml) and water (80ml) was 
used as solvent The measured yield of Compound I in solution was 66.7% of theory based on input 

16 hydrazine hydrochloride. 

Example 4 

A mixture of 4-^oro-1-hydroxybutanesulphonic acid, sodium salt (539g), 4-hydrazino-N-methylbenzene- 
20 methanesulphonamide hydrochloride (606g), disodium hydrogen phosphate (84.7g), IMS (12.0 litres) and 
water (4.0 litres) was heated at reflux under nitrogen for 4.5 hours. The mixture was concentrated by distillation 
at atmospheric pressure, water (5.4 litres) and filter-aid (90g) were added, and distillation was continued under 
reduced pressure. The concentrate was treated with dichloromethane (6.0 litres) and potassium carbonate 
(108g), and the resulting mixture was filtered. The aqueous phase of the filtrate was washed with 
25 dichloromethane (3 x 6.0 litres) and was then treated successively with dichloromethane (4.2 litres), IMS (1 .8 
litres), and a solution of potassium carbonate (5.4kg) in water (4.8 litres). The mixture was stirred, and the layers 
separated. 

Exactly one half of the organic layer was decolourised by stirring with activated charcoal, concentrated by 
distillation at atmospheric pressure, seeded with product and allowed to cool to room temperature. Isopropyi 
30 acetate (2.25 litres) was added and the suspension was maintained at room temperature overnight The solid 
was filtered off, washed with isopropyi acetate and dried to give Compound I as a fawn solid (180g, 56% of 
theory) identical with authentic material described in UK Patent Specification No. 2124210. 

Example 5 

35 

A mixture of 4-chloro-1-hydroxybutanesuIphonic acid, sodium salt (43.9g), 4-hydrazino-N-methylbenzene- 
methanesulphonamide hydrochloride (50g), disodium hydrogen phosphate (7.1g), filter aid (7.5g), IMS (450ml) 
and water (900ml) was heated at reflux under nitrogen for 4.5 hours. The mixture was concentrated by 
distillation at atmospheric pressure until about 300ml of distillate was collected then distillation was continued 

40 under reduced pressure. The concentrate was treated with a 17.5% w/v solution of potassium carbonate 
(52.2ml) and the resulting mixture was filtered. The fOtrate was washed with dichloromethane (2 x 470m!) and 
was then treated successively with dichloromethane (260ml) and IMS (14.5ml). The mixture was stirred and 
treated successively with a solution of sodium hydroxide (1 1 .3g) in water (12.7ml) and sodium chloride (135g). 
After stirring for one hour at room temperature the solid was filtered off, washed with water and dried to give 

45 compound 1 as a fawn solid (33.7g, 63.5% of theory) identical with authentic material described in UK patent 
specification no. 2124210. 
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1 . A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (I) 
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which comprises reacting a compound of formula (II) 



CHsWSOaCH* 




WNH 2 (II) 



in association with an acid with a compound of formula (III) 



.OH 



C!(CH 2 ) 3 CH^ (ni) 

SO s Na 



Z A process as claimed in Claim 1 wherein compound (111) is present in an amount of 0.85 to 1.15 molar 
equivalents of compound (II). 

3. A process as claimed in Claim 2 where 1.0 to 1 .1 molar equivalents of compound (III) are present 

4 A process as claimed In any one of Claims 1 to 3 wherein the acid is selected from hydrochloric, sulphuric 
and trifluoroacetic acids. 

5. A process as claimed in Claim 4 wherein the acid is hydrochloric acid. 

6. A process as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 5 wherein the acid is present in an amount of from 0.8 to 
1 2 molar equivalents of the compound of formula (II). 

7. A process as claimed in Claim 6 where the acid is present in an amount of 1 molar equivalent 

8. A process as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 7 when the reaction is carried out in a solvent system 
comprising an aqueous alcohol. 

9. A process according to Claim 8 wherein the alcohol is ethanol or industrial methylated spirit 

10. A process according to Claim 9 wherein the ratio of alcohol to water is in the range of 1:3 to 3:1. 

11. A process as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 11 wherein a pH modifying agent is also present in the 
reaction mixture. 

12. A process as claimed in Claim 1 1 wherein the pH modifier is selected from a salt of phosphoric, acetic, 
phthalic, carbonic and sulphurous acids. 

13. A process as claimed in Claim 1 1 wherein the pH modifier is a salt of phosphoric acid. 

14 A process as claimed in any one of Claims 11 to 13 wherein the pH modifier is present in an amount of 
0.1 to 0.35 molar equivalents of compound (II). 

15. A process as claimed in any one of Claims 1 1 to 1 4 wherein the pH modifying agent is disodium hydrogen 
phosphate. 

16. A method for the preparation of a compound of formula (I) 
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s o.ch — — n— (C H0» ™ 2 CO 



H 

which comprises reacting the hydrochloride salt of a compound of formula (II) 



CHjNHS 0 2 CH 2 




en) 



is a compound of formula (III) 



OH 



CI(CH 2 ) 3 (><^ (ED) 
20 S0 3 Na 

and disodium hydrogen phosphate in a molar ratio of 1:1.0 to 1 .1 : 0.25 in a solvent system comprising 
industrial methylated spirit and water in a ratio of 1:2 by volume. 
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